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Elam but Assyria made matters hot for him. In
North-western Mesopotamia, in the valley of Euphrates
near the rnouth of the Khabur, where the marches
of the Hittite empire had met those of Babylonia for
centuries, the conflict opened. The armies of Baby-
lonia and Assyria met and fought an engagement in
which the Babylonians were worsted with considerable
loss. Nebuchadnezzar was not present. This defeat,
however, compelled him to cede most of the territory
in the valley of Upper Euphrates to Assyria. Over
this western part Babylon had exercised a nominal
control in the absence of the effective supremacy of
either Egypt or the Hittites.
But Assyria could not permit even this nominal
control of Babylonia to last any longer. In fact during
the next reign, i.e. in the reign of Tiglath-pileser I,
a bid for world-power was made by her. Tiglath-
pileser moved with vigour against Babylonia. The
latter withdrew leaving all her western possessions
to the Assyrian conqueror. Twice he reduced her to
a state of vassalage and took for himself the sobriquet,
King of Sumer and Akkad. Tiglath-pileser proved
his metal in the north as well, for he crowded the
new Anatolian settlers out of the Upper Euphrates
valley. Next he subdued Shubari, overran Nahrin,
west of Euphrates, conquered the Hittite principality
of Musri nearer home, and finally penetrated beyond
Taurus, the unknown land of the Hittites. There
he burnt down the city of Khunusa and sowed its site
with salt. The royal city of Kibshuna was likewise
taken and destroyed. He carried his arms right up
to the coast of the Black Sea, a rare mark of distinc-
tion.
6.   THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
,   Soon after the events narrated above Assyria saiik
||>tlie state ot a third rate power following the depredar
of Aramaean  invaders.   Much of her territory